
 

 

 

 

TO:  Nebraska Healthcare Providers & Laboratories 

 

FROM: Joann Schaefer, M.D.   Thomas J. Safranek, M.D. 

  Chief Medical Officer   State Epidemiologist 

  State of Nebraska   402-471-2937 PHONE 

  402-471-8566 PHONE  402-471-3601 FAX 

 

RE: 2012 West Nile Virus Testing Update 

 

DATE: November 6, 2012 

 

WNV LABORATORY TESTING AT PUBLIC HEALTH EXPENSE HAS 

BEEN SUSPENDED. 
 

WNV first appeared in Nebraska in 2002 causing 174 human infections. In 2003 Nebraska 

experienced a massive outbreak, with cases peaking at 1,994. Human infections dramatically 

decreased in 2004, and have fluctuated in a downward trend since then, with our lowest case 

count in 2011 (29). From 2002–2011, an average of 300 cases of human WNV disease 

(Range: 29-1,994 cases) was reported through the last week in October. Cases have increased 

this year, possibly due to the drought, but a definitive reason has not been determined. As of 

today, there have been 163 lab confirmed cases of WNV in humans for the 2012 season. 

Nationwide, Nebraska is ranked 9th for total number of cases, with Texas having the most 

cases (1,665). 

 

West Nile virus (WNV) human disease cases, by year, Nebraska, 2003-2012 

 

 



 

 

 

West Nile virus (WNV) human disease cases reported to ArboNET by week of 

onset and age group, Nebraska, 2012 (as of 10/31/2012) 
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